‘The Simple Deception’

If you don’t know Ms. Pannatat Po-dhivejakul or ‘Kru nuun’, you might regret paying 350 baht to see her new stage production, ‘The Simple Deception (เล่ห์)’, for which she wrote the script and directed the performance.

The location that ‘The Simple Deception’ will be held is called ‘DemoCrazy Theatre Studio’. Judging by the look from the outside, this studio is no different than the dilapidated townhouses in the surrounding area.

Once seated inside this cramped townhouse where the performance will take place, you immediately notice the drab ‘interior’ which consists of a background that looks like a simple office area with sparsely populated bookshelves.  It is implied that the books are a passion or even an obsession for someone. There is also a single window and a door, which are used later on during the performance. In the back of the room, 30 seats were arranged in level steps.

If the grungy exterior and minimalist interior still cannot lower your expectations, then you must be a greatly optimistic person. However, hold on to your seat because in a few minutes after the first act, you will find yourself pulled into Ms. Pannatat’s world.

After you resurface, you will realize that you have gained a new perspective on what a stage performance could offer. When you walk out of that small townhouse and look back, you might still not believe how this 2-hour performance in a small room can take you through an amazing experience across the country where different nationalities cannot obstruct your senses and the art of aesthetics. This small stage production reflected Ms. Pannatat’s viewpoints towards the art of deception.

The core of this story reminded us of Thai proverb, “Behind an able man, there are always other able men (เหนือฟ้ายังมีฟ้า).” When Simon (Kantee Anatagant), an adventurer, is captured in a building that will be knocked down soon in Sydney, Australia with Timmothy (Pharueng Yangyuen), a small bookshop owner that located on the top of the building. Simon is looking for a book at this shop and found out that it was sold to his rivals. Both men have learnt and discovered themselves through a book with secret code that is a key to one highly valuable art piece. 
The story aims to question whether honesty in humankind truly exists. If society is short of sincerity, deception is created. When trust is discarded, conflict and violence arise. The plot mentioned ‘a game’ that if you were true to yourself, you’ll understand how to rule the universe. The level of differences among the rich and the poor led to greed. When greed takes over, people will be afraid of the loss that they will start attacking others. The result is either win or lose, with the winner taking absolute power. The story led to the conflict between both men who then tried to use their own schemes, along with ugly plots and questionable situations to deceive and outsmart each other. 

Although the size of the production is small, the quality of the performance is impressive. Both actors put in full capacity to perform without doubt or hesitation, even though one of them is wearing only an undershirt and a pair of boxers, exuding masculine charm while merely sitting stonily in a chair that sent the heart of many female audiences aflutter. 
Even though ‘Kru Nuun’ said that she did not intend to create a comedy production, the script was so good that it gave the audience many good laughs. In addition, the interplay between the actors was well-timed and full of emotion as they seek to outwit and kill one another. 

Why does behind “Kantee”, there’s always “Pharueng”? 

 “The Simple Deception” is at Democrazy Theatre Studio (Lumpini), though April 5. Information: 080-606-0522, www.siamdemocrazy.com 

